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Abstract

Islamic education has an important role in building social awareness in a multicultural society. This research
aims to explore how the values taught in Islamic education can contribute to the development of attitudes of
tolerance and mutual respect among different cultural groups. The methodology used in this study is a
literature analysis, in which various sources, including books, journal articles, and policy documents, are

analyzed to identify key themes related to Islamic education and multiculturalism. The results of the analysis
show that Islamic education not only emphasizes the spiritual aspect, but also encourages positive social
interaction and intercultural understanding. Thus, Islamic education can be an effective tool in building social
awareness and creating harmony in diverse societies.
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INTRODUCTION

Multicultural society is an increasingly
common phenomenon in various parts of the
world, including in Indonesia. The diversity of
cultures, religions, and ethnicities in this society
provides challenges as well as opportunities to
create social harmony. In this context, education
has a very important role in building social
awareness and promoting tolerance among
different groups. Islamic education, as one of the
widely recognized education systems, has the
potential to contribute to creating a more
inclusive and harmonious society (Sari, R.
(2020).

Islamic education not only focuses on the
spiritual aspect, but also includes social values
that can shape an individual's character. Values

such as justice, compassion, and mutual respect
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are at the core of Islamic teachings that can be
By
integrating these values into the educational

applied in daily social interactions.

curriculum, it is hoped that the younger
generation can grow up to be individuals who are
sensitive to differences and able to contribute to
creating a harmonious environment (Utami, D.
(2021).
In a multicultural society, social
awareness is the key to reducing conflict and
increasing intercultural cooperation. Islamic
education can serve as a bridge to build this
awareness by teaching the importance of
respecting differences and understanding the
perspectives of others. Through an inclusive
approach, Islamic education can help reduce
stereotypes and prejudices that often arise

among different groups (Supriyadi, A. (2019).


mailto:ismamerina@gmail.com

One of the challenges faced in education
in a multicultural society is the potential for
conflicts that arise due to differences in values
and norms. Therefore, it is important to develop
a curriculum that not only teaches academic
knowledge, but also equips students with the
social skills necessary to interact with people
from different backgrounds. Islamic education,
with an emphasis on universal values, can be a
solution to address this challenge.

The importance of education based on
Islamic values in a multicultural context is also
supported by various studies that show that
inclusive education can increase mutual respect
and tolerance. By teaching students about the
history and cultures of different groups, Islamic
education can help create a better understanding
and reduce the tensions that may arise due to
differences. This is especially relevant in the
context of Indonesia, which is known as a
country with rich cultural and religious diversity.

In addition, Islamic education can also
play a role in building a strong national identity
in the midst of diversity. By emphasizing the
values of togetherness and unity, Islamic
education can help students understand that even
though they come from different backgrounds,
they still have the same goal of building a better
society. This is important to create a sense of
belonging and responsibility towards the country
and society.

In an effort to build social awareness
Islamic collaboration

through education,

between various stakeholders, including the
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government, educational institutions, and the
community, is essential. This collaboration can
create an environment that supports the
implementation of inclusive and value-based
education. By involving all parties, it is hoped
that Islamic education can be more effective in
building social awareness in a multicultural
society.

Through this journal, it is hoped that
effective strategies and approaches can be found
in integrating Islamic education into a
multicultural context. Thus, this research not
only makes an academic contribution, but also
provides  practical recommendations  for
educators and policymakers in creating a more
inclusive and harmonious education system. By
utilizing the potential of Islamic education, it is
hoped that a multicultural society can develop
into a community that respects each other and

works together for the common good.

This study uses a literature analysis
approach to explore the role of Islamic education
in building social awareness in multicultural
societies. This method was chosen because it
allows researchers to collect and analyze a
variety of relevant sources of information,
including books, research

journal articles,

reports, and policy documents. Using this
approach, researchers can identify key themes
and patterns that emerge in the existing

literature, as well as understand how Islamic



education can contribute to the development of
attitudes of tolerance and mutual respect among
different cultural groups.

The data collection process begins with a
search of relevant literature through academic
databases, libraries, and online sources.
Keywords used in searches include "lIslamic
"social

education,” awareness,"

"multiculturalism,” "tolerance,” and "social
interaction.” The researcher also considered a
variety of perspectives and geographic contexts
to ensure that the analysis included a diverse
range of viewpoints. After collecting relevant
literature, the researcher conducts a selection to
ensure that only quality and reliable sources are
used in the analysis.

After the data collection process, the
researcher conducts an in-depth analysis of each
selected source. This analysis includes the
identification of key themes related to Islamic
education and social consciousness, as well as
how the values taught in Islamic education can
be applied in the context of a multicultural
society. The researchers also noted concrete
examples of educational practices that have been
successful in building social awareness in
various communities, both at home and abroad.

Next, the researchers organized the findings
obtained from the literature analysis into relevant
includes Islamic

categories. This category

educational values that support tolerance,
effective teaching strategies, and challenges
faced in the implementation of Islamic education

in multicultural societies. In this way, the
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researcher can present the results of the analysis
in a systematic and structured manner, making it
easier for readers to understand the relationship
education and  social

between Islamic

consciousness.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Definition of Multicultural Society

A multicultural society refers to a
community made up of different ethnic, cultural,
religious, and linguistic groups, which coexist
within a single geographical area. This diversity
creates social where

unique dynamics,

intercultural interactions can result in the
exchange of ideas, values, and traditions. In the
context of increasing globalization, multicultural
societies are becoming more and more common,
and this requires individuals to have good social
skills in order to be able to adapt and interact
with people from different backgrounds (Lestari,
S. (2022).
One

multicultural society is the recognition and

of the characteristics of a
appreciation of differences. In such a society,
each group is expected to maintain their cultural
identity while still contributing to broader social
life. This creates an atmosphere where diversity
iS seen as an asset, not a source of conflict.
However, to achieve this situation, consistent
efforts are needed in building social awareness
and tolerance among community members
(Maulana, R. (2020).

Multicultural societies also often face

challenges, such as stereotypes, prejudices, and



discrimination. Intercultural tensions can arise
when certain groups feel threatened by the
presence of another group. Therefore, it is
important to develop mechanisms that can
facilitate intercultural dialogue and
understanding. Education is one of the effective
tools to overcome these challenges, by providing
the knowledge and skills necessary to interact
positively  with  people from different
backgrounds.

In the Indonesian context, a multicultural
society is very visible with more than 300
different ethnic groups, various religions, and
languages. This diversity is a cultural wealth that
must be maintained and preserved. However, the
challenges faced are also not few, such as
horizontal conflicts that are often triggered by
differences in identity. Therefore, it is important
to prioritize the values of unity and unity in the
face of differences, so that society can live in
harmony.

Islamic education, as one of the
recognized education systems in Indonesia, has
an important role in building social awareness in
a multicultural society. Through the teaching of
universal values such as tolerance, justice, and
compassion, Islamic education

can help

individuals  understand and  appreciate
differences. Thus, Islamic education not only
serves as a means of acquiring knowledge, but
also as a tool to build character and a positive
attitude towards diversity.

In addition to education, the role of civil

society and social institutions is also very
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important in creating a harmonious multicultural
society. Non-governmental organizations, local
communities, and community groups can act as
bridges to facilitate intercultural dialogue.
Activities involving various groups, such as
cultural festivals, discussions, and exchange
programs, can help build mutual understanding
and respect among community members.
Characteristics of a Multicultural Society

A multicultural society has a number of
characteristics that distinguish it from a
homogeneous society. One of the main
characteristics is ethnic and cultural diversity. In
a multicultural society, there are various ethnic
groups that each have different traditions,
languages, and values. This diversity creates rich
social dynamics, where intercultural interactions
can result in an exchange of ideas and practices
that enrich people's lives as a whole. This also
creates opportunities to learn from each other
and understand different perspectives (Mulyana,
D. (2018).

Another characteristic of a multicultural
society is the recognition and appreciation of
differences. In this context, each individual is
expected to respect the cultural identity of others,
as well as to strive to understand and accept
those differences. This appreciation of diversity
IS important to create a harmonious atmosphere,
where each group feels recognized and valued.
Thus, a multicultural society can function as a
forum to build solidarity and cooperation
between community members (Nasution, M.

(2018)



Multicultural ~ societies are  also
characterized by complex social interactions. In
diverse environments, individuals often interact
with people from different backgrounds,

whether in social, economic, or political

contexts. These interactions can lead to a
positive relationship, but they can also create
tension if not managed properly. Therefore, it is
important to develop communication and
empathy skills so that individuals can interact
effectively and build mutually beneficial
relationships (Rahman, A. (2019).

One of the challenges faced by
multicultural societies is the potential for
conflicts that arise due to differences in
identities. Intercultural tensions can occur when
certain groups feel threatened by the presence of
other groups. In situations like this, stereotypes
and prejudices can develop, which in turn can
worsen relationships between groups. Therefore,
it is important to create mechanisms that can
and

be

intercultural
that

facilitate dialogue

understanding, so conflicts can
minimized.

Another characteristic of a multicultural
society is the existence of the values of pluralism
and inclusivity. In a multicultural society, these
values are the foundation for creating an
environment that respects and supports each
other. Pluralism recognizes that different views
and beliefs can coexist, while inclusivity
encourages the participation of all groups in the
decision-making process. Thus, a multicultural

society can serve as a platform to create social

96

justice and equality for all its members.
Education also plays an important role in

shaping the characteristics of a multicultural

Through

education, individuals can be equipped with the

society. inclusive  values-based
knowledge and skills necessary to interact with
people from different backgrounds. Education
that teaches tolerance and mutual respect can
help reduce prejudice and stereotypes, as well as
build social awareness among the younger
generation. Thus, education is one of the keys to
creating a harmonious multicultural society.
Islamic Education: Basic Concepts and
Values

Islamic education is an educational
system based on Islamic teachings and values,
which aims to shape the character and morals of
students in accordance with religious principles.
The concept of Islamic education includes not
only the academic aspect, but also the moral and
spiritual aspect. In this context, Islamic
education serves as a means to develop
both

intellectually, emotionally, and socially. Thus,

individual potential holistically,
Islamic education is expected to produce a
generation that is not only academically
intelligent, but also has good morals and is able
to contribute positively to society (Kurniawan,
D. (2021).

One of the basic values in Islamic
education is monotheism, which is the belief in
the oneness of Allah. This value is the main
foundation in every aspect of a Muslim's life,

including education. Tawheed teaches that



everything that is done must be oriented towards
the worship of Allah and in accordance with His
sharia. In the context of education, this means
that the teaching and learning process must be
carried out with sincere intentions and aiming to
gain the pleasure of Allah. By instilling the value
of monotheism, students are expected to
understand that the knowledge they gain is part
of an effort to get closer to the Creator (Prasetyo,
E. (2021).

In addition to monotheism, moral and
ethical values are also an integral part of Islamic
education. Islamic education emphasizes the
importance of good morals, such as honesty,
fairness, and respect for others. Through the
teaching of these values, it is hoped that students
can develop a positive attitude in interacting with
others. Islamic education also teaches the
importance of empathy and concern for others,
so that individuals can become responsible
members of society and care for the surrounding
environment. Thus, Islamic education focuses
not only on mastering knowledge, but also on the
formation of good character.

Islamic education also teaches the
importance of science and education as a means
to achieve progress. In the Qur'an, there are
many verses that encourage Muslims to seek
knowledge and understand the universe.
Therefore, Islamic education emphasizes the
importance of intellectual development through
critical and analytical learning. Students are
taught not only to receive information, but also

to think critically and creatively. With this
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approach, Islamic education seeks to create
individuals who are able to adapt to the changing
times and contribute to the development of
society.

In the context of a multicultural society,
Islamic education also teaches the values of
tolerance and mutual respect. Although Islamic
education is based on religious teachings, the
values taught can be applied in interactions with
people from different backgrounds. Islamic
education encourages students to understand and
appreciate differences, and strives to create
harmonious relationships with others. Thus,
Islamic education can serve as a bridge to build
social awareness and tolerance in diverse
societies.

The importance of Islamic education in
the social context can also be seen from its role
in building solidarity and social concern. Islamic
education teaches the importance of sharing and
helping others, especially to those who are less
Through

community service, students are taught to

fortunate. social activities and
contribute to creating welfare for all. By
instilling these values, Islamic education seeks to
form individuals who care not only for
themselves, but also for the welfare of society as
awhole.
The Role of Islamic Education in Building
Social Awareness

Islamic education has a very important
role in building social awareness in society,
especially in multicultural contexts. Through the
this

teaching of universal Islamic values,



education can help individuals understand and
appreciate the differences that exist around them.
One of the main values taught in Islamic
education

iIs tolerance, which encourages

individuals to accept and respect others,
regardless of cultural, religious, or ethnic
background. By instilling these values from an
early age, Islamic education contributes to
creating a more harmonious and mutually
respectful society (Abdurahman (2019).

In addition to tolerance, Islamic
education also teaches the importance of justice
and equality. In the teachings of Islam, every
individual has the same right to be respected and
treated fairly. Islamic education emphasizes that
everyone, regardless of social status or
By

teaching these values, Islamic education can help

background, deserves equal treatment.
reduce discrimination and injustice in society, as
well as encourage individuals to fight for the
rights of others. This is especially relevant in
multicultural societies, where differences are
often a source of conflict.

Islamic education also plays a role in
building social solidarity. Through teaching
about caring for others, this education
encourages individuals to engage in social
activities and help those in need. The concepts of
zakat, almsgiving, and infak in Islam teach the
importance of sharing and helping others,
especially those who are less fortunate. By
instilling these values, Islamic education can
create individuals who care not only for

themselves, but also for the well-being of society
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as a whole. This is important to build a sense of
togetherness and solidarity among various
groups in society.

In a multicultural context, Islamic
education also serves as a bridge to build
intercultural dialogue. By teaching values that
support positive interactions, Islamic education
can help individuals understand the perspectives
of others and reduce any prejudices that may
exist. Through discussions and activities
involving various groups, Islamic education can
create a space for the exchange of ideas and
experiences, which in turn can strengthen
intercultural relationships. In this way, Islamic
education contributes to creating a more
inclusive and respectful society (Alamsyah, A.
(2020).

Islamic education also emphasizes the
importance of character education as part of the
learning process. Through the teaching of morals
and ethics, this education seeks to form
individuals who have integrity and social
responsibility. Individuals who have good
character tend to be more sensitive to social
issues and more active in contributing to society.
Thus, Islamic education focuses not only on the
mastery of knowledge, but also on the formation
of positive attitudes and behaviors, which are
very important in building social awareness.

In addition, Islamic education can play a
role in creating leaders who have integrity and
care for the community. Through the teaching of
good leadership values, this education can equip

individuals with the skills and attitudes



necessary to lead wisely. Socially conscious
leaders will be better able to overcome the
challenges faced by multicultural societies, as
well as create policies that support justice and
prosperity for all. Thus, Islamic education
contributes to creating a generation of leaders
who are able to bring positive change in society.
Strategies for the Implementation of Islamic
Education in Multicultural Societies

The implementation of Islamic education
in a multicultural society requires a careful and
planned strategy in order to achieve the desired
goal, namely building social awareness and
creating intercultural harmony. One of the
strategies that can be applied is the development
of an inclusive curriculum. The curriculum
should include material that not only focuses on
the teachings of Islam, but also integrates
universal values that are acceptable to all cultural
Thus,
backgrounds can feel valued and involved in the

groups. students  from  various
learning process, thus creating a conducive
atmosphere for dialogue and exchange of ideas
(Hamid, A. (2020).

In addition to curriculum development,
the teaching methods used must also be adapted
to the multicultural context. An interactive and
participatory approach can be an effective option
to engage students in the learning process. For
example, the wuse of group discussions,
collaborative projects, and community-based
activities can help students to learn from each
other and understand each other's perspectives.

By actively involving students, they will find it
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easier to internalize the values taught and apply
them in their daily lives (Hidayati, N. (2019).
Character education must also be the
main focus in the implementation of Islamic
education in a multicultural society. Through the
teaching of morals and ethics, students are taught
to respect differences and develop a tolerant
attitude towards others. Extracurricular activities
involving different cultural groups, such as
cultural festivals or student exchange programs,
can be an effective means of building mutual
respect and understanding. In this way, Islamic
education not only serves as a transfer of
knowledge, but also as a good character builder.
The the

implementation of

role of teachers in

Islamic education in a
multicultural society is crucial. Teachers must
have a deep understanding of cultural diversity
and be able to

manage heterogeneous

classrooms.  Training and  professional
development for teachers needs to be done so
that they can adopt a culturally sensitive
approach. In addition, teachers must also be role
models in implementing the values of tolerance
and mutual respect inside and outside the
classroom. Thus, teachers can contribute to
creating an inclusive and harmonious learning
environment.

Collaboration between schools, parents,
and the community is also an important strategy
in the implementation of Islamic education.
Involving parents in the educational process can
reinforce the values taught in school. Schools

can hold regular meetings with parents to discuss



children's development and educate them about
the importance of character education and social
awareness. In addition, cooperation with
community organizations and social institutions
can expand the reach of education and provide
additional support in building social awareness
among students.

The use of technology can also be an
effective tool in the implementation of Islamic
education in a multicultural society. By
leveraging digital platforms, schools can provide
access to diverse learning resources and
introduce students to a variety of cultural
perspectives. For example, the use of videos,
podcasts, and online discussion forums can help
students to connect with peers from different
backgrounds. Technology can also be used to
host seminars or workshops involving speakers
from different cultures, so that students can learn

directly from the experiences of others.

CONCLUSION
This

education has significant potential in building

research shows that Islamic

social awareness in multicultural societies.
Through the teaching of universal values such as
tolerance, mutual respect, and justice, Islamic
education can serve as a tool to reduce conflict
By

into the

and enhance intercultural cooperation.

integrating an inclusive approach
educational curriculum, young people can be

equipped with the social skills needed to interact

100

with various groups, thus creating a harmonious
and supportive environment.

In addition, collaboration between
various stakeholders, including governments,
educational institutions, and communities, is
Islamic
The

recommendations resulting from this literature

essential to optimize the role of

education in multicultural contexts.

analysis can serve as a guide for educators and
policymakers in designing more effective and

diversity-responsive  educational  programs.

Thus, Islamic education not only contributes to
the development of the individual, but also to the
formation of a more inclusive and peaceful

society.
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