Journal Profesionalisme Guru
Volume 1 (4) 561 — 566 September 2024
ISSN: In Proses

The article is published with Open Access at: https://journal.maalahliyah.sch.id/index.php/jpg

The Implementation of the Scaffolding Method in
Improving Learning Outcomes of the Asma’ul Husna
Material: Al-’Alim, Al-Khabir, As-Sami’, and Al-Bashir

Through Discovery Learning in Eighth-Grade Students of
SMP Negeri 1 Gunung Malela

Afridha yani Lubis, SMP Negeri 1 Gunung Malela. (affridhalubis42 @guru.smp.belajar.id)
Murianto, SMP Negeri 1 Gunung Malela. (murianto56 @guru.smp.belajar.id)

Eva Susanti, UIN Syahada Padangsidimpuan. (evasusanti64@guru.sd.belajar.id)

Desi Asmiani Saragih, UIN Syahada Padangsidimpuan. (desisaragih34@guru.sd.belajar.id)
Rahimabh, UIN Syahada Padangsidimpuan. (rahimah11@guru.sd.belajar.id)

Islamic education at the junior high school (SMP) level plays a crucial role in shaping
students' character and their understanding of Islamic teachings. As part of religious
education, the study of Asma’ul Husna, the beautiful names of Allah that reflect His great
attributes, is an essential topic for students to learn. Asma’ul Husna is not merely a matter
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of memorization; rather, students must deeply understand its meanings so they can
internalize and apply them in their daily lives. This material includes several names of Allah
that students must recognize, such as Al-’Alim (The All-Knowing), Al-Khabir (The All-
Aware), As-Sami’ (The All-Hearing), and Al-Bashir (The All-Seeing), each of which carries
profound meaning and relevance to everyday life.

However, real-world conditions show that many students struggle to understand
and recall these names of Allah, let alone connect them to real-life situations. This challenge
is often attributed to ineffective teaching methods and a lack of comprehensive
understanding of the meanings behind each name of Allah. Most students tend to memorize
these names without deeply comprehending their significance, which ultimately diminishes
the quality of their understanding of the subject (Mulyasa, 2013).

The importance of improving students' comprehension of Asma’ul Husna serves as
the primary rationale for this research. One effective approach to address this issue is the
implementation of the scaffolding method. Scaffolding is a teaching strategy that provides
gradual support to students according to their developing abilities (Wood, Bruner, & Ross,
1976). In the context of education, scaffolding aims to help students grasp complex material
through teacher assistance tailored to their level of competence. This method is believed to
enhance students' learning outcomes by allowing them to engage with the subject matter in
a more profound manner.

Additionally, the Discovery Learning approach is also considered a relevant choice
in teaching Asma’ul Husna. This approach encourages students to actively participate in the
learning process by exploring knowledge through experiments or self-discovery (Bruner,
1961). Instead of being given information directly, students are encouraged to find and
understand specific concepts through activities that stimulate their curiosity. This approach
helps students comprehend each name of Allah and relate it to their lives in a more
meaningful way.

The purpose of this study is to examine the extent to which the scaffolding method
enhances learning outcomes on the topic of Asma’ul Husna through the Discovery Learning
approach. It is expected that by implementing these two methods, students will not only
memorize the names of Allah but also grasp their meanings and relevance in daily life. The
application of the scaffolding method is also anticipated to gradually improve students’
understanding, aligning with their learning abilities.

Another expectation is that the applied learning approach will further engage
students in the learning process. Through Discovery Learning, students are encouraged to
develop critical and creative thinking skills while fostering a greater sense of curiosity about
the subject matter. Consequently, students will not only memorize but also apply their
understanding in real life. This aspect is particularly important in religious education, as it
enables students to internalize and practice Asma’ul Husna.

Field observations indicate that although Asma’ul Husna is an essential component
of Islamic education, many students still struggle to comprehend it deeply. Most students
rely solely on rote memorization without considering the underlying meanings of each
name of Allah. Therefore, innovative and effective approaches are needed to enhance the
quality of learning and students’ understanding. By employing the scaffolding method and
Discovery Learning, it is hoped that learning outcomes on the topic of Asma’ul Husna will
improve significantly.

This proposal aims to offer a more effective solution for enhancing learning
outcomes on Asma’ul Husna through the scaffolding method and Discovery Learning. With
the expectation of contributing positively to the learning process at SMP Negeri 1 Gunung
Malela, this research is also intended to serve as a reference for the development of more
effective Islamic education teaching methods at the junior high school level in general. In
doing so, the quality of religious education can be improved, and educational objectives can
be achieved more optimally.
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METHODS

This study employs a quantitative approach with an experimental design to examine the
impact of the scaffolding method in teaching Asma'ul Husna through Discovery Learning on
eighth-grade students at SMP Negeri 1 Gunung Malela. Primary data were collected through
pre-tests, post-tests, and classroom observations, focusing on student engagement, teacher
interactions, and method implementation. Secondary data included literature on
scaffolding, Discovery Learning, and Asma'ul Husna, as well as curriculum documents and
learning reports.

Data analysis involved descriptive statistics to compare pre-test and post-test
scores, assessing learning improvements. A t-test was conducted to determine the
significance of these changes. Qualitative thematic analysis was also applied to observation
data to explore student participation and responses. To ensure validity, triangulation was
used by cross-referencing test results, observations, and teacher interviews, ensuring the
accuracy and reliability of the findings on the effectiveness of scaffolding and Discovery
Learning in enhancing students’ understanding of Asma'ul Husna.

RESULTS

The data collected in this study consists of both quantitative and qualitative data, obtained
through learning achievement tests (pre-test and post-test), classroom observations, and
teacher interviews. To facilitate analysis, the data is presented in tables. The learning
achievement test was conducted to measure changes in students' understanding of Asma'ul
Husna. The pre-test was administered before the learning process began, while the post-
test was given after implementing the scaffolding method and Discovery Learning.

The test results are presented in the following table:

No | Student Name Pre-test Score Post-test Score Score Improvement
1 Student A 55 85 30
2 Student B 60 88 28
3 Student C 52 78 26
4 Student D 57 82 25
5 Student E 50 75 25
6 Student F 63 90 27
7 Student G 55 80 25
8 Student H 58 85 27
9 Student I 62 89 27
10 | Student] 60 84 24

Score improvement was calculated based on the difference between post-test and
pre-test scores. The data indicate that the average score improvement ranged from 24 to 30
points, demonstrating a significant increase in student performance after the application of
the scaffolding method and Discovery Learning. Classroom observations were conducted to
examine student engagement, interactions with teachers, and comprehension of the
material.

The results of the observations are summarized in the following table:

No Student Active Interaction with Understanding of
Name Participation Teacher Material

1 | StudentA Very Active Good Good

2 | StudentB Active Good Very Good

3 | StudentC Moderately Active | Fairly Good Good
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4 | StudentD Very Active Good Very Good
5 | StudentE Moderately Active | Good Fairly Good
6 | StudentF Very Active Very Good Very Good
7 | StudentG Active Good Good

8 | StudentH Very Active Good Very Good
9 | Studentl Active Fairly Good Good

10 | Student] Moderately Active | Good Fairly Good

The observations revealed that students who actively participated in learning
tended to have better interactions with teachers and a deeper understanding of the
material. Most students showed increased engagement after implementing the scaffolding
method and Discovery Learning.

Data Verification

With the data collected through various techniques and sources, as well as the verification
conducted, this study demonstrates that the implementation of the scaffolding method and
Discovery Learning can improve learning outcomes on the Asma’ul Husna material for
eighth-grade students at SMP Negeri 1 Gunung Malela. A significant improvement is
observed in students' pre-test and post-test scores, as well as in their level of participation
and deeper understanding of the material.

The data obtained, both quantitative and qualitative, provide evidence that the
scaffolding method and Discovery Learning can be effectively used to enhance learning
outcomes and student engagement in Islamic education, particularly in understanding key
concepts in Asma’ul Husna.

CONCLUSION

The main findings of this study indicate that the implementation of the scaffolding method
and Discovery Learning has been proven to enhance students' understanding of the Asma’ul
Husna material, particularly the exalted names of Allah such as Al-’Alim, Al-Khabir, As-Sami’,
and Al-Bashir. Based on the results of the pre-test and post-test, most students
demonstrated a significant increase in their scores, indicating that these methods effectively
help students grasp the material more comprehensively. The application of the scaffolding
method provides gradual support tailored to students' abilities, while Discovery Learning
engages students in the process of knowledge discovery, deepening their understanding.
Furthermore, classroom observations also revealed an increase in students’ active
participation during lessons, with many students showing greater enthusiasm in interacting
with teachers and peers. Interviews with teachers revealed that they believe these methods
not only help students better understand the Asma’ul Husna material but also improve
classroom dynamics, making the learning environment more interactive and engaging.
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