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Al-Quran education is a fundamental aspect in the formation of students' character and

spirituality in Islamic educational institutions. The ability to read the Quran is not just a

technical skill, but an important foundation in building a student's spiritual relationship with

the holy book. The complexity of learning to read the Quran requires an innovative and
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comprehensive pedagogical approach, especially at the elementary school level which is a
critical phase in the formation of religious habits and skills.

Based on a preliminary study conducted at Taman Pendidikan Private Elementary
School, a number of significant problems were found in learning to read the Quran. As many as
65% of grade IV students have difficulties in reading Surah Al-Falaq properly and correctly,
which is characterized by low tajweed skills, articulation accuracy, and understanding of
meaning. This problem is caused by various factors, including conventional learning methods
that are less adaptive to the individual needs of students and the limitations of personalized
approaches in the teaching and learning process.

The gap between the ideal expectation of mastery of reading the Quran and the reality
of students' abilities is increasingly visible. Research by Hidayati et al. (2021) revealed that
only 40% of elementary school students are able to read the Quran according to the rules of
tajweed and makharijul letters perfectly. This condition indicates the need for more
comprehensive and innovative pedagogical interventions in developing the ability to read the
Qur'an at the basic education level.

The main purpose of this study is to explore the effectiveness of the scaffolding method
in improving the quality of learning to read Surah Al-Falaq. Specifically, the research aims to:
(1) identify the most effective scaffolding strategies in learning to read the Quran, (2) analyze
the impact of the application of the scaffolding method on students' reading ability, and (3)
evaluate changes in students' learning motivation through the scaffolding approach.

The scaffolding method was chosen as a comprehensive solution to overcome the
problem of learning to read the Quran. According to research by Nurlaila et al. (2022),
scaffolding is a pedagogical approach that provides gradual and structured support according
to the individual needs of students. This approach allows teachers to provide assistance
tailored to the student's proximal development zone, so as to optimize their learning potential
to the maximum.

This research proposal proposes a series of pedagogical interventions through the
scaffolding method which include: (1) assessment of students' initial abilities, (2) design of
individual mentoring strategies, (3) gradual implementation with continuous support, and (4)
continuous evaluation. Through this systematic approach, it is hoped that it can significantly
improve the ability to read Surah Al-Falaq in grade IV students of Taman Pendidikan Private
Elementary School.

The significance of the research lies in its methodological contribution in the
development of more effective and responsive Quranic learning strategies. This research is not
justlooking for technical solutions, but seeks to transform the paradigm of teaching the Qur'an
to be more personal, meaningful, and in accordance with the characteristics of student
development. It is hoped that the research findings can be a reference for education
practitioners in designing innovative pedagogical intervention models.

This research is based on a number of cutting-edge references, including the Fauzi &
Sauri study (2020) which explores the effectiveness of scaffolding methods in religious
education, and the study of Rahmawati et al. (2021) which shows the importance of a
personalized approach in learning the Quran. Thus, this research not only offers practical
solutions, but also makes an academic contribution in the development of Quranic teaching
methodologies at the primary school level.

METHODS

This research comprehensively covers the main subject, namely the fourth grade students of
Taman Pendidikan Private Elementary School totaling 28 people. According to Sugiyono
(2021), the selection of research subjects is carried out through a saturated sampling
technique, where all members of the population are used as research samples. The
characteristics of students include an age range of 9-10 years, with a medium socioeconomic
background and have diverse Quranic reading skills.

The data collection technique uses multiple validated research instruments. The main
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instruments include a Quranic reading ability test, observation sheets, interview guidelines,
and documentation of the learning process. Instrument validation is carried out through expert
judgment by Islamic religious education experts and Quranic teaching methods. The research
of Hidayati et al. (2022) emphasizes the importance of a comprehensive instrument to measure
the ability to read the Quran holistically.

In this study, a mixed methods approach was used that integrated quantitative and
qualitative data. Quantitative data was analyzed using descriptive statistics with a focus on
improving the ability to read Surah Al-Falaq. Assessment indicators include the accuracy of
tajweed, fluency in reading, and understanding the meaning. According to Creswell and
Guetterman (2021), the mixed methods approach allows researchers to get a more
comprehensive picture of the research phenomenon.

The qualitative data analysis process adopts the interactive model of Miles and
Huberman (2020) which includes three main stages: (1) data reduction, (2) data presentation,
and (3) conclusion drawn. The data reduction stage is carried out by identifying and selecting
important information from various sources. The presentation of data is carried out through
narrative descriptions, tables, and graphs that facilitate the interpretation of research results.
The conclusion is drawn gradually and continuously.

The criteria for the success of the research are determined based on multidimensional
indicators. Quantitatively, the study is considered successful if at least 85% of students are able
to achieve the Minimum Completeness Criteria (KKM) in reading Surah Al-Falaq. Qualitatively,
success is measured through increasing learning motivation, active participation of students,
and the quality of the learning process using the scaffolding method. The research of Fauzi and
Sauri (2021) supports the importance of comprehensive evaluation in religious education
research.

RESULTS
Initial Conditions of the Ability to Read the Quran

A preliminary study revealed the low ability to read the Quran in grade IV students of Taman
Pendidikan Private Elementary School. Out of a total of 28 students, only 5 students (17.8%)
were able to read Surah Al-Falaq with the correct tajwid, while the majority of students
experienced difficulties in articulation of letters and understanding of meaning.

Student Initial Ability Profile

Diagnostic analysis showed significant variations in the ability to read the Quran. As many as
40% of students are in the low category, 35% in the medium category, and only 25% are in the
good category in reading the Quran.

Identify Difficulty Factors

In-depth interviews with teachers and students identified some of the main factors of difficulty
reading the Quran: 1. Lack of individualized assistance. 2. Conventional learning methods. 3.
Low motivation to learn. 4. Limited learning time

Implementation of the Scaffolding Method

Preparation Stage

The researcher mapped students' initial abilities through diagnostic tests and classroom
observations. Each student is identified individually with his or her learning needs to design

the right scaffolding strategy.

Pedagogical Intervention Design
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The scaffolding method is designed in four main stages: Initial ability assessment, Individual
intervention planning, Phased implementation, Continuous evaluation.

Mentoring Process

Teachers provide multi-level support according to the student's proximal development zone.
Assistance is focused on: Improvement of reading techniques, Strengthening motivation,
Understanding the meaning of Surah Al-Falaq

Quantitative Data Analysis

Development Table of the Ability to Read the Quran

Category Pre Cycle| Cyclel Cycle Il
Excellent (85-100)| 0 (0%) 5(17,8%) | 20 (71,4%)
Good (75-84) 7 (25%) 12 (42,8%)| 6(21,4%)
Fair (65-74) 11 (40%)| 8(28,6%) | 2 (7,2%)
Less (<64) 10 (35%)| 3(10,8%) | 0 (0%)
Average Score 62,5 72,3 85,6
Completeness 25% 64% 89%

Quantitative Data Interpretation

The table shows a significant improvement in the ability to read the Quran. In the pre-
cycle, the average score was only 62.5 with a completion of 25%. After the implementation of
scaffolding, the score increased to 85.6 with a completeness of 89%.

The results of this study indicate that the scaffolding strategy has a positive impact on
improving students' ability to read the Quran. The gradual approach applied in this method
allows students to learn according to their capacity without feeling overwhelmed by excessive
difficulties.

In addition, the mentoring process provided by teachers in the scaffolding method
helps increase student confidence. They are more motivated to learn to read the Quran because
they receive guidance tailored to their individual needs.

A significant improvement in the accuracy of reading and understanding the meaning
of Surah Al-Falaq shows that this method not only has an impact on the technical aspect, but
also deepens students' understanding of the content of the Quran. This is important in building
stronger spiritual connections for learners.

Based on these findings, it is recommended that the scaffolding method continue to be
developed and applied in learning to read the Qur'an at various levels of education. In addition,
further research is needed to examine the effectiveness of this method in learning other verses
in the Quran, so that it can be adapted more widely.

In addition, this study highlights the importance of teacher training in applying scaffolding
methods effectively. The success of this method is highly dependent on the teacher's ability to
provide guidance that is appropriate to the level of student development.

Furthermore, this study shows that the interaction between teachers and students has a
great impact on learning to read the Quran. With more intensive communication, students feel
more supported and motivated to improve their abilities.

Finally, it is important for schools and educational institutions to provide greater support in
implementing the scaffolding method. The provision of adequate resources, including training
for teachers and learning aids, will increase the effectiveness of these methods in the long run.

The implementation of the scaffolding method also provides new insights into the

effectiveness of gradual support-based learning. Teachers can tailor their teaching approach
based on students' specific abilities and needs.
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In addition, the successful implementation of this method shows that more interactive
and personalized learning can increase students' enthusiasm in understanding the Quran. This
is in line with educational theories that emphasize the importance of active student
involvement in the learning process.

Challenges in the application of the scaffolding method include the need for longer time
for mentoring and teachers' skills in managing individual learning. Therefore, additional
training for teachers is one of the important factors in the success of this strategy.

In the future, further research is needed to develop a variety of scaffolding methods

that are more flexible and can be applied in various educational settings. This includes
exploring the use of technology in supporting this learning strategy.
Overall, this research makes an important contribution in the field of Islamic religious
education, especially in improving the skills of reading the Quran at the elementary school
level. The results of this research are expected to be a reference for educational institutions in
designing more effective and innovative learning strategies.

DISCUSSION

The data validation process in this study is carried out through a comprehensive
approach that integrates triangulation methods to ensure the credibility and reliability of the
research findings. According to Creswell and Guetterman (2021), triangulation is a key
strategy in educational research to confirm the consistency of data from various sources and
methods of information collection.

Validation of Research Instruments

The research instrument is validated through a series of systematic procedures. The
expert judgment process is carried out by three experts in Islamic religious education and
Quranic teaching methods. The results show that the content validity coefficient is 0.92 and
the reliability of the instrument (Cronbach's Alpha) reaches 0.87, which indicates a very high
level of reliability of the research instrument.

Analysis of Validation Results
Internal Validity

The internal validity of the research is demonstrated through a systematic classroom
action research design, variable control via scaffolding intervention, comprehensive
documentation of the research process, and the use of multiple sources of evidence. The
study by Fauzi and Sauri (2022) highlights the importance of internal validity in assessing
the effectiveness of pedagogical interventions, particularly in religious education research.
Meanwhile, the external validity of the findings is ensured through the selection of a
representative sample, transparent research procedures, a well-defined research context, and
thorough documentation of each research stage. Sugiyono (2022) emphasizes that external
validity extends beyond statistical generalizations to include conceptual generalizations
within the educational context.

To strengthen data credibility, triangulation was applied. Source triangulation
involved collecting data from multiple sources, including fourth-grade students, religious
education teachers, learning outcome documents, observation notes, and interview
recordings. Meanwhile, method triangulation utilized various data collection techniques,
such as reading ability tests, participatory observations, in-depth interviews, and document
analysis. Research findings were confirmed through both quantitative and qualitative
approaches. Descriptive statistical analysis demonstrated an increase in Quran reading
scores, significant improvements in learning completeness, and the effectiveness of the
scaffolding method. Additionally, in-depth interviews and observations revealed positive
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changes in students’ learning motivation, increased confidence, and a transformation in their
overall learning experience.

The validation of the scaffolding method was explored through various mechanisms,
including its alignment with students’ development zones, intervention flexibility,
adaptability, and individual responsiveness. Empirical evidence from Hidayati et al. (2022)
supports the effectiveness of scaffolding in providing individualized support, optimizing
learning potential, and enhancing academic achievement. The validation process carries both
theoretical and practical implications. Theoretically, it contributes to the development of
pedagogical models, a reinterpretation of scaffolding, and advancements in learning theory.
Practically, it offers guidelines for scaffolding implementation, Quran teaching strategies,
and an individualized mentoring model.

Despite its contributions, the study acknowledges several limitations, such as a
sample restricted to one school, the research timeframe, individual student variations, and
the complexity of the educational context. Therefore, further research is recommended to
develop more comprehensive scaffolding models, conduct cross-context testing, and
perform long-term evaluations to explore additional supporting factors.

CONCLUSION

The research on "The Application of the Scaffolding Method in Improving the Learning
Outcomes of Reading the Qur'an Surah Al-Falaqg in Grade IV Students of Private Elementary
School Taman Pendidikan " produced significant fundamental findings in the context of the
development of the Qur'an learning method. The most powerful finding of this study is a
methodological transformation that is able to improve the ability to read the Qur'an
comprehensively.

Empirical evidence demonstrates a significant improvement in students' ability to read
the Quran, as reflected in the increase in the average score from 62.5 to 85.6, a rise in learning
completion from 25% to 89%, and an overall enhancement in reading quality from the low to
excellent category. These findings highlight the strong impact of the applied learning methods.
Academically, this study contributes to theoretical advancements by developing innovative
pedagogical models in Quranic learning, empirically validating scaffolding methods in religious
education, reinterpreting individualized teaching approaches, and strengthening the
framework of development zone-based learning theory. Methodologically, it supports the
creation of assessment instruments for Quranic reading, adaptive pedagogical intervention
strategies, individualized mentoring models, and the application of data triangulation
techniques in religious education research.

The study also has significant social contributions across multiple dimensions. In
education, it transforms the teaching paradigm of the Quran at the primary school level,
enhances student motivation, fosters a personalized approach in religious education, and
strengthens students' emotional connection with the Quran. Spiritually, it encourages
meaningful learning methods, nurtures early spiritual connections, creates a positive learning
experience, and cultivates a love for the Quran. From a socio-religious perspective, it aids in
character formation through a pedagogical approach, develops comprehensive Quranic
reading abilities, prepares a Quran-literate young generation, and reinforces the role of
education in spiritual growth.

Practically, this research offers valuable insights for educational applications. The
scaffolding model can be replicated in similar educational settings, individualized approaches
can be applied across various subjects, and the method itself serves as an innovative alternative
in Quranic instruction. For future research, further exploration is needed in the development
of scaffolding models for other Quranic materials, cross-regional trials in different educational
institutions, an in-depth study of the factors supporting method effectiveness, and long-term
evaluations of its impact.
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